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JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE ON PALLIATIVE CARE IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
Council’s Resolution in Response to Assembly’s Resolution — Consideration in Detail 

Message from the Council requesting concurrence in the following resolution now considered — 
(a) That in response to Legislative Assembly message 188, the Legislative Council agrees to the 

Legislative Assembly’s resolution for the establishment of a joint select committee into palliative 
care in Western Australia subject to the following amendments to which the Legislative Council 
seeks the concurrence of the Legislative Assembly — 
(i) Delete the words in paragraph (4) and substitute — 

That the standing orders of the Legislative Council relating to standing and 
select committees will be followed as far as they can be applied. 

(ii) Insert new paragraph (8) — 
That the member for Thornlie be appointed chair of the committee and that 
Hon Nick Goiran be appointed deputy chair of the committee. 

(b) That subject to the Legislative Assembly agreeing to the amendments, the following 
Legislative Council members be appointed to the joint select committee — 
(i) Hon Nick Goiran; 
(ii) Hon Kyle McGinn; and 
(iii) Hon Alison Xamon. 

Motion to Concur 
Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN — by leave: I move — 

That requests (a)(i) and (a)(ii) contained in the Council’s message be agreed to. 
I want to briefly highlight the history of this matter to the chamber. Last week, we passed a motion to establish 
a Joint Select Committee on Palliative Care in Western Australia, which resulted from an amendment to the 
Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill 2019. This house, of course, appointed eminent citizens of this place to that select 
committee, being the member for Thornlie, the member for Moore and the member for Dawesville, with agreement 
that the member for Thornlie be chair of that committee. As happens when we go through the interesting experience 
of dealing with the other place—I am not reflecting adversely on the other place; it would not be in my nature to 
do that—during the process of the other place dealing with the establishment of this select committee, we almost 
had a turf war over who would pay the bill. It came down to, essentially, which standing orders the proposed joint 
select committee would operate under. At the insistence of the other place, the message has come back to us with the 
addition that the standing orders of the Legislative Council be applied to the operation of this committee and that the 
member for Thornlie be appointed chair of the committee and Hon Nick Goiran be appointed the deputy chair. My 
understanding is that the upper house was initially keen to ensure that the standing orders of the Legislative Council 
would apply, but we would pay the bill. The Legislative Assembly, of course, does not agree with that. If the 
Legislative Council standing orders will apply, the Legislative Council can pay the bill, as I think is appropriate. 

A government member: Hear, hear! 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: Hear, hear! 

A member interjected. 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: I would like to hear, hear myself! 

We agree to these matters. I note with interest in the Hansard, when the Leader of the House in the other place 
agreed to matters relating to this, Hon Nick Goiran’s disdain at serving on any committee that would operate under 
the standing orders of the Legislative Assembly! I was outraged to read that he said, and I quote — 

I am glad that the minister said that because I remain deeply concerned about the establishment of any joint 
committee that would be operating under the standing orders of the other place … I have said previously on 
the record that never again will I serve on a joint standing committee or a joint select committee operating 
under the standing orders of the other house. 

With that slight on our house, we could have opposed this motion and had a tit-for-tat and ping-ponged back and 
forth, but we are very conciliatory in this place, particularly me, so we will let that one go by and pass outside the 
off stump! However, I remind the member in the other place that our standing orders are very robust. They are some 
of the most robust standing orders in the Westminster system, I might point out. They are particularly more robust 
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than the antics in some of the other Parliaments around the world. I am happy to have moved this motion; I know 
the opposition will support it and we all want to go home. 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Obviously, the opposition supports the motion to agree to Legislative Council message 124. 
I am very happy to be under the standing orders of whatever house is willing to pay for it at this point in time. I am 
particularly interested to see what provisions we might get under the Joint Select Committee on Palliative Care in 
Western Australia from the other place even if it is paying for it. Given the time and how long we have spent in 
this chamber, I am very happy to support the motion. I note the reservations of Hon Nick Goiran have been predicated 
on a number of issues relating to our Procedure and Privileges Committee and the Joint Standing Committee on 
the Corruption and Crime Commission. I understand that is a concern, but, in any case, I am very happy to ensure, 
together with our good friends in the Nationals WA who have been appointed to this august committee, that we 
will continue to serve under the Legislative Council standing orders, to the extent that they apply to us. I look 
forward to the chair of the committee being the member for Thornlie. His appointment has been made by way of 
motion by the entire Parliament, which has endorsed him in that respect; it is not a decision between just ourselves. 

Dr D.J. Honey interjected. 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: The member for Cottesloe is absolutely right. The entire Parliament has decided that the 
member for Thornlie is absolutely the best person to be chair of the committee. I look forward to serving under 
and with the member. We endorse the message and look forward to its concurrence. 

Mr R.S. LOVE: I agree with the Leader of the House’s comments. Of course, we would not want to denigrate 
another house of Parliament and accuse its members of childishness or any other type of behaviour. I would 
like to put on record the good support of the Legislative Assembly staff in working through these matters. I am 
looking forward to serving on the committee. My understanding is that if we are under the standing orders of the 
Legislative Council, sausage rolls may be served at the committee hearings instead of the little packets of biscuits 
and things that we get served now, so that is something to look forward to, and it will be an interesting experience 
to learn something of the more arcane procedures of the other place in the operation of committees. Thank you. 

Question put and passed; the Council acquainted accordingly. 
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